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Community Report for
February 2024
Savannah Smith — Director

Number Community Organization receiving
technical assistance in February

Community Organizations receiving assistance in February

Adair County Health Coalition (D7&38) Kansas Cherokee Community Org (D9)
Adair County Historical & Genealogical Assoc (D7&8) | Kansas City Cherokee (AL)

Association of Ottawa County Cherokees (D10) Longshadows Ranch (D1)

Brushy Community Org (D7) Lower lllinois Cherokee Connection (D2)
Cherokee Cemetary Restoration Org (D1) Marble City Activiy Org (D3,5,6,7)
Cherokee Citizens of Sperry (D13)* Muldrow Cherokee Community Org (D6)
Cherokee Community of Central CA (AL) Native American Fellowship, Inc (D11)
Cherokee Community of North Texas (AL) No We Ta Cherokee Comm Found (D12)
Cherokee Elder Council (D15) North Tulsa Cherokee Comm Org (13,14)
Cherokee of the Northern Central Valley (AL) Oaks Family Support Center (d2,9)
Cherokees of the Greater Central Valley (AL) Oaks Senior Community Center D2,9)
Fairfield Community Org (D8) Old Saline Cherokee Association (D5)
Four Corners Community Building (D15) People's Community Center

Gadugi Cherokee Remember the Removal Legacy Asso (D1)
Georgia Cherokee Alliance (AL) Tailholt Community Org (D3)

Greasy Community Fellowship Org (D7) United Cherokee Alliance

Greater Wichita Area Cherokee Comm (AL) Victory Cherokee Org (D13,14,15)
Hulbert Cherokee Community Org (D1) Washington County Cherokee Asso (D12)
Illinois River Community Org (D2) Watts Community Building Org (D7,8)
Jay Cherokee Community Org (D9,10) Willamette TsalLaGi Comm (AL)

*New Organization (D##) Council District Served



In February CCO Staff a Leadership Training for our Cherokee community oran-
izations. This learning event was in conjunction with Mission Karisma and Dr. /
Daniel Billingsley, a leader in non-profit governance. The event was held at the

Hulbert Cherokee Community Organization facilities on Saturday, February 24'.

m!SS!On
karisma

Number of technical assistance hours =
provided in February |

CCO staff began connecting Sister Communities this month. Staff assist 5 At Large groups in adopting 5
local community groups in February.
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Number of technical assistance hours
provided in February
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Cultural Outreach & At-Large Communities

Cherokee Nation hosted with the Cherokees of Central Florida At-Large community February
10™. The event took place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Lake Mirror Auditorium in Lakeland, Fla.,
Attending this event were Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr., Deputy Chief Bryan Warner and at-
large councilors Julia Coates and Johnny Kidwell. Tribal Registration was also on site for photo
IDs and citizenship applications. Education Services and Cherokee Vote also were in attendance
to assist citizens.

Attendance at the Cherokees of
Central Florida annual meeting




February 17" Cultural Outreach staff traveled to Englewood, CO to assist
the Colorado Cherokee Circle with a presentation on Creating Cherokee
Medicine Bags. Our ancestors honored the spirit of the animals they killed
by not wasting any part of the body. Hides, sinew, bones and teeth were all
used for some purpose. The participants learned how to sew up the edge of
the bag as well as do picot beading around that bag edge. On a snowy day,
there were 54 present for the live class while 71 participated through the
ZOOM connection. Each in-person participant was able to complete their
own medicine bag, and staff left the organization 33 Kkits to use for those
watching remotely and any other class they may wish to host in the future.

r//

< VP Volunteer Program

\\__.,// In February, Volunteer Program staff completed four projects for our elders. This
included two handicap ramps for citizens needing improved access to the own homes.
Volunteer Program staff also provided fire wood for home heating to our elders.

Communities with February Volunteer Program Projects
Bunch

Fort Giibson
Hulbert

Number of Volunteer projects in February @

Volunteer Program staff also worked on scheduling projects for March’s Spring Break groups.
They also began design and construction of an outdoor classroom for visiting groups for meals and
cultural presentations.

4 @\ b@%'\ THE ASSOCIATION OF On the evening of February 29" Volunteer
il M ' L I T A RY Program staff worked with the organizers of
%\ 20 ﬁ o ST E o P AT H l c the Association of Military Osteopathic
- - PHYSICIANS snvo SURGEONS Physicians and Surgeons Annual Meeting in
Tulsa. To provide a volunteer opportunity for
the Association’s meeting participants. Fifty meeting attendees provided labor on a community
building in the northern part of Tulsa County.

Number of Volunteer from the AMOPS
Annual Meeting .7 5@

Number hours of service Volunteer from by
the AMOPS Annual Meeting volunteer 7 15@

10



Cemetery Maintenance

CCO staff began accepting Applications for the Cemetery Preservation and Restoration program
in February. In FY 2023 the total number of Cemetery Applications was 81. We look forward to
meeting that number again this year. '

Number of Cemetery maintenance
applications processed in so far in 2023

11
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Executive Director: Howard Paden
Phone: 918-207-7133
Email: howard-paden@cherokee.org

Cherokee Language Programs

14" Generation Institute (14 Gen)
e Sequoyah Schools after-school Cherokee language program, Cherokee language immersion tutoring
Cherokee Nation Institute of Excellence (IOE)
e Cherokee speaker bridge program
Cherokee Teacher Bridge Program (TB)
e Cherokee Language teacher development, linguistic training
Cherokee Language Teacher Training Scholarship
e Cherokee language scholarship
Community Language
e Online classes, community language classes, and at-large community classes.
Cherokee Language Master Apprentice Program (CLMAP)
e Adult Cherokee immersion and language teacher training
Community Voice, Cherokee Sounds
e Weekly Cherokee language radio show
Language Technology
e Cherokee language technology and outreach
Native Language Community Coordination (NLCC)
e Cherokee language curriculum development, language board and teacher certification
Translation
o Cherokee translations, presentations, community outreach
Cherokee Speaker Services
e Emergency housing needs service team

DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITY REPORTING PERIOD YEAR-TO-DATE
# of staff presentations/classes 7 12
# of participants-Outreach 427 658
# of on-site classes 0 3




C

# of participants in on-line class Not in Session. Spring session starts : 2679
in March '

# CLMAP participants 28 44

# 14 Generation students 25 FY2022-29, FY2023-25

# contract community classes 0 (spring session will begin April) 11

# language translations (internal) 7,804 . 43,788

# language translations {external) 1703 6,113

# teacher certifications/proficiency | Proficiency-0 Proficiency- 1
Certification-0 Certification-0

# language technology 316 631

inquire/assistance

# language posters printed 610 1,371

# USB drives handed out 500 1964

#Teacher Bridge Program 12 12

participants '

# Teacher Bridge documents 5 32

translated

#Teacher Bridge lesson plans 0 40

translated

# IOE Contracts with speakers 6 6
Institute of Excellence (I0E)

Highlights:

» The IOE has documented over 300 hours of audio from speakers throughout the communities who are of an
average age of 60 years old or older. The speakers in these areas speak at a distinguished level and use words
not often heard in everyday conversation. The topics range from traditional stories, current events, oral history,
and traditional medicines/methods.

» The dialectical demographic spans from Salina, Vian, Belfonte, Nightcut, Marble City, Stilwell, Bell, Rocky

Mountain, Cherry Tree, Cookson, Briggs Flat, Gore, Chewey, Locust Grove, Kenwood, Rose, and Jay with more to
come.

» The new cohort began in November 2023 with a new group of distinguished speakers from around the 14-
county reservation. We have five new Cherokee speakers we are visiting for six months and then we will start
the selection process again.

13



> The historical documents are being processed and the archivist is working on cataloging them for future
pedagogy material. Future generations will have access to identified endangered Cherokee words.
( » The IOE compile notes and are developing a portfolio of the progress. We are aquiring material for curricula
development. This material will be reviewed by the program and will contain hundreds of words and sentences
for advanced students to learn from.

Cherokee Teacher Bridge Program (TB)
Highlights: '

> TB welcomed 10 new participants to the program in January.

> TB has two participants in the Cohort 1 group. They are in their Spring practicum placements at the immersion
School, CLMAP, and NSU Cherokee language classes. They are in Cherokee language classrooms teaching or
observing for most of the day M-F.

> Our Cherokee speakers are working with new cohort members to develop their Cherokee language for specific
pedagogical purposes in the classrooms in which they are teaching.

> Our translators continue to work on documents that can be used for teaching in Cherokee language classrooms.

Community Language (Dictionary/archive, community classes, online classes, public events)

Highlights:

» The Digital Language Archive project successfully acquired and installed Preservica and Archivera programs.
These programs will form the backbone architecture of the digital archive and storage retrieval system for all
Cherokee language documents.

> The spring community language classes will begin in April. To schedule a class, please contact
language@cherokee.org or call 918-207-4901.

( » JP Johnson & John Wofford have been conducting classes with at large communities as part of the At Large
Language Program. They recently wrapped up classes for the Los Angeles and San Diego Cherokee at large
communities. To schedule classes with the at large communities, contact Kevin Stretch at kevin-
stretch@cherokee.org.

> Saving the Voices project recorded 46 interviews betwween January 1 and February 29th.

Cherokee Teacher Training Scholarship

Highlights:
» Paid out 11 scholarships for scholarship recipients at NSU. They are all pursuing their teaching certificates for
Cherokee language.
> Hired Sarah Oosahwee as the Cherokee language scholarship advisor.

Cherokee Language Master Apprentice Program
Highlights:

» Received 51 applications for the Spring 2024 CLMAP Cohort. 8 new learners will begin the program March 11,
2024. Fall Cohort applications will be available late Spring for a September placement. Applications will be in
person and on the program’s website.

> On February 23, five CLMAP participants graduated from the program. These individuals were a part of a pilot
cohort made up of state certified teachers whose focus was language learning and heritage language pedagogy
in preparation of entering a certified teaching position at one of the Cherokee Language immersion Schools
upon completion of the program.

' » CLMAP is partnering with Public Health and Education Services to provide language support for the 2024 Know
& Your Nation Youth Summit.

14
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» CLMAP welcomed newly recognized Cherokee National Treasure Steve Daugherty for an arrow making class. The
class was conducted in Cherokee.

» CLMAP hosted guests from the Menominee Nation, Waadookodaading Ojibwe Language Institute and Cheyenne
Arapaho Nation to provide support in areas of language immersion, Master/Apprentice, and language curricu-
fum development.

Language Technology (Cherokee language software, design, media, outreach)
Highlights:

> Attended training sessions with VoiceQ software to prepare staff for Amazon Cherokee language dubbing
project.

> Jeff Edwards did a presentation for the University of lllinois for their Indigenous Technologies class on the
importance of technology for Cherokee Language revitalization.

> Working with Presidio Software to develop back up solutions for Cherokee translation staff computers.

> Roy Boney served as a panelist on the Cherokee Journalism and Printing celebration hosted by Cherokee
Cultural Tourism. He covered the topic of Cherokee syllabary being adapted to all forms of writing technology
since the 19th century.

Translation(Translations, presentations, community outreach)
Highlights:
> Translation staff Anna Sixkiller, Dennis Sixkiller, Sammy Still, David Crawler, and Phyllis Edwards traveled to
Cherokee, NC to meet and attend the Eastern Band’s ribbon cutting of their Cherokee Speaker Center.
» Translation hosted the monthly Cherokee Speakers Bureau Lunches for the months of January and February.
Over 200 Cherokee speakers were served and provided free health screenings from Health Services staff.

Cherokee Speaker Services
Highlights:
» Speaker services has placed 5 emergency trailer homes and 2 modular homes on the past 2 months
» 7 home rehabs completed
> Collaborating with behavior health Telehealth office on substance abuse issues for speaker population
» Adding to our Speaker Services administrative staff

15
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